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1855 "Beatson's Horse" however was not part of the Turkish Contingent ; it belonged to an earlier period, and was in the pay of the Turkish and not the English Government. It was only in September 1855, after an unfortunate misunderstanding, which was followed by Beatson's retirement and a subsequent trial at law, that this body of cavalry was transferred to Shumla, where the Turkish Contingent, under the command of General Vivian, was stationed, under orders to proceed to Eupatoria. The force had been raised without depriving Omar Pasha of the five thousand ; the Seraskier had been deposed ; the generalissimo had withdrawn his resignation ; and Lord Raglan had congratulated the ambassador on his success in appeasing the Pasha's wrath : " It is a wonderful achievement " he wrote, 5 June, only three weeks before his death, " and you certainly did not let the grass grow under your feet. The Turkish Contingent, after being reviewed with no small feeling of pride and satisfaction by the ambassador who had prompted and carried out its formation, departed for the seat of war ; but its arrival, owing to the premature peace negotiations, was not destined to exercise any material effect upon the enemy.
MEMOIRS. " The war came to so early a close that the troops in our pay had no opportunity of shewing their prowess, but neither did they afford any grounds of complaint Even the irregulars submitted with good will to the command of Christian officers and to a degree of discipline which they had not previously undergone. On returning to their respective provinces they expressed so much satisfaction with the good treatment they had experienced in our service that when the Indian Mutiny broke out it would have been easy to raise an auxiliary force from among the population of their creed. I apprized the Sultan of the offers which had reached me to that effect, and probably with some expression of surprize, for he said in reply, ' You do not know my people ; they are naturally grateful for your assistance in the war, and the question in India is not one of religion/ The Bashi-Bozuks were never wanting in military courage. The crimes, by which they had earned a bad name, were the necessary consequences of ill-usage on